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THE LAY OF THE
BATTLEGROUND

The local elections on 18 May 2011 will be among the most important and interesting

elections in South Africa since 1994, as the ANC and the DA join battle for control of the

country’s municipalities. Enjoying massive support from the electorate, the ANC has been

consistently formidable at election time, but recently has been losing some ground in by-

elections. Across the country, the party also faces growing pressure from communities

demanding better service delivery and accountable government. The growing trend in recent

years for public protests to turn violent is worrying.

The ANC will fight this election on what is essentially a reform
agenda—a commitment to turn local government around. The DA
has now had time in office in the Western Cape provincial
government and in many municipalities, and will fight this election

on the basis that it is a better and cleaner government than the

Will the ANC lose ground to the DA nationally?

Between the 2000 and 2006 municipal elections, as the charts
indicate, the ANC not only managed to hold on toits standing
inmost municipalities, but even succeeded in gaining an
additional 6% of council seats. The DA did not enjoy this level of
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ANC. Five hotissues define the election battleground. This article
looks at those issues in the context of the main parties’
performance in the previous two general elections of 2000 and
2006. Importantly, it does not take mid-term by-elections into

account.

support. The statistics indicate that between the two elections the
DA lost some ground — from holding 20% of council seats
nationally in 2000 tojust 15% after the 2006 elections. The key
question is whether the trend will continue. This is particularly
difficult to predict given the public discontent at service delivery
failures by municipalities across South Africa.
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Will opposition parties make inroads in the
North West, given the widespread problems in
ANC-run municipalities there?

As the charts below show, the ANC increased the number of
municipal council seats it controlled in the North West province
by 7% in 2006.
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Itis clear from the table that the ANC managed to
strengthen its position in North West municipalities between
the 2000 and 2006 elections, and to reduce the representation of
opposition parties. The number of municipalities with less than
20% opposition party representation increased dramatically
after 2006."
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1The 20% benchmark is randomly selected for the purpose of indicating the performance of opposition parties in the province.



Will the IFP continue its slide in KwaZulu-Natal,
and if so, will the DA or the ANC benefit?

These charts show that even though KwaZulu-Natal has
traditionally been an IFP stronghold, the ANC has steadily
gained ground. In 2006, the IFP lost 4% of the seats it secured
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in the 2000 municipal elections. The table below also indicates
that almost half of the municipalities that were IFP-controlled
in 2000 went to the ANC in the 2006 elections.

The coming elections will show whether the IFP will
continue losing ground or whether the ANC or even the DA

can take the spoils.
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Will the ANC hold its ground in the five metros it controls?

The chart shows that the ANC enhanced its control over the Will this trend continue? This is one of the most keenly
metros in the 2006 elections. On the other hand the DAs anticipated outcomes of the upcoming municipal elections.

representation in metro councils decreased by 4%.
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Will the DA make a clean sweep in the Western
Cape, or will new ANC leadership there turn
the tide?

in 2000. Municipalities which had been under DA majority
control after the 2000 municipal elections went to the ANC in
2006, or at least the DA lost its majority control. The coming
As can be seen from the charts, the DA’s overall performance in elections are interesting as they may change this trend, given
the municipal elections in the Western Cape, including Cape the electoral success which the DA registered in the province in
Town, declined in 2006, while the ANC performed better than the 2009 national and provincial elections.
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